
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

 Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  December 23, 2012 
Title:  “An Ancient Promise; a Present Hope” 
Text:  Matthew 1 
Theme: The birth of Jesus Christ is a present hope based on an ancient promise. 
 
Introduction:  
Waiting for deliverance; looking for rescue.  All of us have had the experience of waiting for 
someone or something to happen.  There are several types of waiting.  There is a type of 
waiting that has no ending.  You wait without expectation.  Much of our existence is marked 
by this type of waiting.  There is another type of waiting that many of us and children in 
particular experience during this season of the year.  Many wait with anticipation for the 
arrival of Santa Claus, the seasonal personification of giving.  Children will go to bed on 
Christmas Eve with hearts and heads filled with longing that are robbed of sleep by anxious 
anticipation.  The arrival is certain, but still yet future.  They awake and rush to see what 
awaits them under the tree. There is, however, a type of waiting where hope or arrival is 
promised but fulfillment is not necessarily in one’s lifetime.  In this type of waiting there is 
anticipation and longing.  At times the hope of arrival wavers and wears thin, but the coming 
is certain; fulfillment is just beyond the immediate.  This is the kind of waiting experienced by 
the Jewish nation as they looked for and longed after the Messiah. 
 

[Yet] many Jews have long been skeptical of predictions announcing the imminent arrival of the 
Messiah (Mashiakh). The first century sage Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai once said: "If you 
should happen to be holding a sapling in your hand when they tell you that the Messiah has 
arrived, first plant the sapling and then go out and greet the Messiah." An old Jewish story tells 
of a Russian Jew who was paid a ruble a month by the community council to stand at the 
outskirts of town so that he could be the first person to greet the Messiah upon his arrival. 
When a friend said to him, "But the pay is so low," the man replied: "True, but the job is 
permanent."  
 
Yet, the belief in a messiah and a messianic age is so deeply rooted in Jewish tradition that a 
statement concerning the Messiah became the most famous of Maimonides's Thirteen Principles 
of Faith: "And Ma'amin, I believe with a full heart in the coming of the Messiah, and even 
though he may tarry, I will wait for him on any day that he may come." In the concentration 
camps, it is reported that many Jews sang the Ani Ma'amin while walking to the gas chambers.1  

 
Although those who embrace Judaism deny Jesus as the promised Messiah, the biblical text 
and the gospel writer Matthew identifies Him as the long anticipated Messiah.  Here is His 
Story.  There are five accents in this chapter that we will consider. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. A calculated title – why? (Matt. 1:1, 17 - Messiah) 
 

“The term "mashiach" literally means "the anointed one," and refers to the ancient practice of anointing 

kings with oil when they took the throne. The mashiach is the one who will be anointed as king in the 

End of Days.”2 
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We become accustomed to words and fail to feel the weight of their meaning.  The words 
Messiah and Christ are like that.  The words Messiah and Christ are one and the same.  
Messiah is Hebrew and Christ is Greek and both mean “anointed/chosen.”  In the context of 
biblical revelation they speak to the Lord Jesus being the one chosen by God as the fulfillment 
of the Seed Promise and the completion of the blood picture.  Wrapped in the word are the 
ideas of kingship and reigning, of God setting things right by His physical presence whereby 
His people can enjoy Him forever.  Every story tells this Story.3 
 

II. A family tree – why? (Matt. 1:1-17) 
 

A. David (v. 1a) 
B. Abraham (v. 1b) 

 
The reason why this family tree is significant is because of the promises made to Abraham and 
David.  To Abraham it was said he would have a seed and through his seed the world would 
be blessed.  This celebrated seed promise is narrowed and identified more specifically through 
a definable family in David, the son of Jesse. 
 

“No person ever born could boast, in a direct line, a more illustrious ancestry than Jesus Christ.  
Among his progenitors, the regal, sacerdotal, and prophetic offices, existed in all their glory and 
splendor. DAVID, the most renowned of sovereigns, was king and prophet: ABRAHAM, the 
most perfect character in all antiquity, whether sacred or profane, was priest and prophet: but 
the three offices were never united except in the person of Christ; he alone was prophet, priest, 
and king; and possessed and executed these offices in such a super-eminent degree as no 
human being ever did, or ever could do.”4 

 
“It is remarkable, that the evangelist names David before Abraham, though the latter was many 
generations older: the reason seems to be this, that David was not only the most illustrious of 
our Lord's predecessors, as being both king and prophet; but because that promise, which at 
first was given to Abraham, and afterwards, through successive generations, confirmed to the 
Jewish people, was at last determined and restricted to the family of David.  Son of David, was 
an epithet by which the Messiah was afterwards known among the Jews; and, under this title, 
they were led to expect him by prophetic authority.”5   

 
III. A checkered journey – why? (Matt. 1:2-17) 

 
A. From Abraham to David are fourteen generations  (v. 17a) 

1. The patriarchs (v. 2) 
2. Tamar (v. 3) 
3. Rahab (v. 5) 
4. Ruth (v. 5) 

B. From David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations (v. 17b) 
1. Bethsheba (v. 6) 
2. A divided kingdom (v. 7) 
3. Manasseh (v. 10) 

C. From the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations (v. 17c) 
1. 400 years of silence 
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The journey for the coming of the Messiah, the chosen one who fulfills ancient promises, is 
checkered.  In a climate of pure breeds and aristocracies we are dealing with mutts and 
outcasts.  All the patriarchs were notorious liars.  Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba were not 
of Judah’s line.  Yet God chose to use the unlikely to accomplish the impossible. 
 
The journey is checkered by failure and disappointment.  When the biblical narrative ends we 
are faced by 400 years of silence.  I’m not sure even the most studious saw how the seed 

promise could grow from such marred soil.  Yet if we know anything, the best plants are 

often grown from the most composted and manure saturated soils.   The silence, however, is 
broken by fulfillment. 
 

IV. A unique conception – why? (Matt. 1:18-25) 
 

A. Before they came together she was found with child (v. 18) 
B. He knew it was not his (v. 19) 

 
“To expose her to public shame or infamy; adultery has always been considered a crime of a 
very heinous nature. In Egypt it was punished by cutting off the nose of the adulteress; in Persia 
the nose and ears were cut off; in Judea the punishment was death by stoning, Le 20:10; Eze 
16:38; 40:1-49; Joh 8:5. This punishment was also inflicted where the person was not married, 
but betrothed, De 22:23; 24:1-22. In this case, therefore, the regular punishment would have 
been death in this painful and ignominious manner. Yet Joseph was a religious man, mild and 
tender; and he was not willing to complain of her to the magistrate, and expose her to death, 
but sought to avoid the shame, and to put her away privately.”6 

 
“One is obliged to respect and sympathize with the motives of Joseph for he evidently loved 
Mary and was appalled to find her untrue to him as he supposed. It is impossible to think of 
Joseph as the actual father of Jesus according to the narrative of Matthew without saying that 
Matthew has tried by legend to cover up the illegitimate birth of Jesus.”7 

 
C. The Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit (v. 20) 
D. He kept her a virgin until – (v. 25) guarantees the sanctity/purity of the 

pregnancy 
 

“The virginity of Mary, previously to the birth of Christ, is an article of the utmost consequence 
to the Christian system; and therefore it is an article of faith: her perpetual virginity is of no 
consequence; and the learned labor spent to prove it has produced a mere castle in the air.  The 
thing is possible; but it never has been, and never can be proved.”8 

 
The narrative carefully states the uniqueness of what is transpiring.  The Messiah would come 
by means outside of human effort or achievement.  Something miraculous is about to unfold.  
The fulfillment of the Seed Promise and the completion of the blood picture would unfold in a 
manner entirely exceptional.  The event would be unprecedented and unrepeatable. 
 

“Her situation was the most distressing and humiliating that can be conceived.  Nothing but the 
fullest consciousness of her own integrity, and the strongest confidence in God, could have 
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supported her in such trying circumstances, where her reputation, her honor, and her life were 
at stake.  What conversation passed between her and Joseph, on this discovery, we are not 
informed; but the issue proves that it was not satisfactory to him: nor could he resolve to 
consider her as his wife, till God had sent his angel to bear the most unequivocal testimony to 
the virgin's innocence.  His whole conduct, on this occasion, was exceedingly benevolent and 
humane. He might at once have taken the advantage of the law, De 22:23, 24, and had her 
stoned to death.”9 

 
“One can only imagine the relief and joy of Mary when Joseph nobly rose to his high duty 
toward her.”10 

 
It is hard for us to imagine in a world so morally corrupt as ours that such shame was possible.  
Yet such is to be the case and the Bible speaks to this in the receiving of Mary by Joseph. 
 
Notice how the Messiah is identified by His names. 
 

V. A present hope – why?  (vv. 21-23) 
 

A. Salvation presupposes damnation (v. 21) – “Jesus” 
 
Jesus the Messiah has come to seek and to save those who are lost (Luke 19:10). 
 

“So Jesus is the Greek form of Joshua (Heb 4:8). He is another Joshua to lead the true people of 
God into the Promised Land. The name itself was common enough as Josephus shows. Jehovah 
is Salvation as seen in Joshua for the Hebrews and in Jesus for all believers.”11 
 
“The name Jesus is the same as Savior. It is derived from the verb signifying to save. In Hebrew 
it is the same as Joshua. In two places in the New Testament it is used where it means Joshua, 
the leader of the News into Canaan, and in our translation the name Joshua should have been 
retained, Ac 7:45; Heb 4:8. It was a very common name among the Jews.”12 
 
“This shall be his great business in the world: the great errand on which he is come, viz. to make 
atonement for, and to destroy, sin: deliverance from all the power, guilt, and pollution of sin, is 
the privilege of every believer in Christ Jesus.  Less than this is not spoken of in the Gospel; 

and less than this would be unbecoming the Gospel.  The perfection of the Gospel system is 
not that it makes allowances for sin, but that it makes atonement for it: not that it tolerates sin, 
but that it destroys it.”13 

 
How incredible is this!  Today as we encounter the promise keeper, let us know He delivers us 
from our sin while in our sin.  He adopts and restores; He atones and redeems.  Today as you 
drown in your darkness and despair know there is light in darkness and there is hope in 
despair and it has a name; His name is Jesus.  The appropriateness of this text in the context of 
our seasonal celebration is noteworthy.  Many experience loss and loneliness at this time.  
Many look back and bemoan a life poorly spent and cannot fathom a future of the same.  
Friend, Jesus is better.  He is able to save you to the uttermost. 
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B. Presence presupposes absence (vv. 22, 23)  - “God with us” 
 
In Jesus the Messiah, God will tabernacle among us and we will see His glory (John 1:17). 
 

“Both the Divine and human nature of our Lord, as well as the miraculous conception, appear 
to be pointed out in the prophecy quoted here by the evangelist:-He shall be called la-wnme 
IM-MENU-EL; literally, The STRONG GOD WITH US: similar to those words in the New 
Testament:-The Word which was God-was made flesh, and dwelt among us, full of grace and 
truth: Joh 1:1,14. And, God was manifested in the flesh: 1Ti 3:16.  So that we are to understand, 
God with us, to imply God incarnated-God in human nature.”14 

 
God is your best.  In His presence is fullness of joy and at His right hand are pleasures forever 
more (Ps. 16:11). 
 

1. Hope presupposes despair 
2. Healing presupposes disease 
3. Wholeness presupposes dysfunction 

 
Two statements are made unpacking the promise.  First, a rescue is necessary because 
damnation is present.  Something caused a condition requiring a Jesus.  Second, “God with us” 
defines a moment preceded by “He is not.”  Something unparalleled is about to take place.  
“God with us” speaks to something notable and fulfills past expectations and satisfies present 
longings. 
 
When we answer the why of this event we are then confronted by the question what must I do 
to be saved? 
 
Let us strip this moment of its seasonal sentimentalism and see it for what it is.   
 
Shepherding the Sheep (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. Do you believe the ancient promises? 
 

And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took 
Mary as his wife (Matt. 1:24) 

 
2. It is only when you believe the ancient promises that you can have present hope.  

Hope is present; you must believe. 
3. God invites you to be free.  I do not know the darkness surrounding you.  I only 

know it is there.  There is another way of addressing it.  You cannot save yourself; 
only Jesus saves. 
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1 http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/messiah.html  
2 http://www.jewfaq.org/mashiach.htm  
3 “As the word cristov Christ, signifies the anointed or anointer, from criw, to anoint, it answers exactly to the 

Hebrew xyvm mashiach, which we pronounce Messiah or Messias; this word comes from the root xvm mashac, 
signifying the same thing.  As the same person is intended by both the Hebrew and Greek appellation, it should 
be regularly translated The Messiah, or The Christ; whichever is preferred, the demonstrative article should never 
be omitted.”  Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Matthew 1:16. 

4 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Matthew 1:1. 
5 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Matthew 1:1. 
6 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on Matthew 1:19. 
7 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on Matthew 1:19. 
8 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Matthew 1:25. 
9 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Matthew 1:18. 
10 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on Matthew 1:24. 
11 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on Matthew 1:21. 
12 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on Matthew 1:21. 
13 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Matthew 1:21. 
14 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Matthew 1:23. 


